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HQ,  let  Infantry  Brl^odo,  5th  Infantry  DlTslon  (Moeh) 

Can??  Rod  Dtjvll 
iPO  San  Tranciaoo  96U77 

iVBL-C  12  Auc  TO 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  <*’  Losoono  Loornod,  lot  Inf  Bdo,  5th  Inf 
Uv  (Hceh)  for  period  ending  31  July  1970  (U) 

Aaalt-tant  Chief  of  Staff  For  Pbreo  Development 
Dopartnont  of  the  Anoy 
Waahlngton,  D*C.  20310 

1.  (C)  Operational  Slgnlfieont  Aetivitloa 

A>  Mlsalont  , 

lart  Infantry  Brl(^o,  5th  Infantry  OLvlalon  (Moeh)  (Inolosuro  1, 

Teak  Organliatlon),  In  coqporatlon  euid  eoordintttlon  with  ARTS  and  OTM 
territorial  and  Regional  forcoo,  oondiwts  soarob  and  door,  rooonnoL  Boaneo 
in  foroc,  rocket  oupproaaion  oporationo  within  acoigned  area  of  operation. 

B.  Oporaticnci  Tho  following  major  oporotionc  woro  conduotod  by  tho 
1st  Infantry  Brigade,  5th  Infantry  DLvloicsi  (Moeh)  during  tho  period  1  Hoy 

197e  to  31  July  1970.. 

(1)  Operation  (k*oono  River  (19  Jhn  to  22  Jul  70) 

Operation  (fereenc  River  was  in  full  oporation  at  tho  beginning 
of  the  reporting  period.  It  consisted  of  ocoroh  and  clear,  rooosonlooonco 
In  force  and  .nnbuoh  oporr'.ticno  thronghout  tho  brigodo  tactical  area  of 
reepoaaibility  (lACEl).  Tho  monouvor  bottollona  of  tho  borlgodo  diroetod 
their  efforta  toward  atrongthoning  FSB'a  and  otrong  point8,.«nd  inoronsing 
the  security  of  key  Inatollationa  throu(d^out  tho  province.  In  oxldltion, 
several  joint  oporationo  woro  oondneted  to  the  wt'ot  to  Ineroaao  ooenrlty 
end  control  along  the  western  frontier.  Thooc  opomtions  oonadotod  of 
arn’or  and  oavalry  thruatc  and  artillery  fire  Dig>port  oporatloae  to  open 
lineo  cf  ccmiitunicationa  in  west  control  Qnnng  Trl  Frovlnco  including  high* 
way  nine  as  far  as  Cn  Lu  md  Highway  556  fren  Ca  lu  coot  thrott^  tho  Ba 
Long  Valley,  Of  patrioolar  oignlflconeo  wao  the  oonetruction  of  Routo  558 
from  Mai  Lac  tc  FSB  Holcomb  WWLeh  opened  thda  FSB  to  modiuii  artillory. 

(2)  The  major  qwrational  tasks  performed  by  tho  unite  of  the  lot 
Infantry  Brigade,  5th  Infontry  Division  Wwuh)  weroi 

(a)  1-11  Infantry  I 

The  operations  of  this  battalion  oonslstcd  of  oocreh  and 
clear,  reconnaicsancc  in  force,  firo  airport  base  dofonso,  rocket  suppression 
and  security  aporations  In  AO  (k*oon,  Rai  Lang  DLstriot  and  FSB  Fuller. 
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(b)  TF  1-61  (H)j 
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Tr.sk  Itrci-  1-61  performed  the  missio-,!  of  providing  security 
for  C2  and  JLU  r.nd  conducted  scr.rch  r.ncl  olf^nr,  and  rooonnaioBanoc  in  force 
operations  in  AO  Orange,  In  additijn,  the  TF  conducted  a  cotnfcinod  operation 
in  the  ARVir  7th  Mechanized  AO  with  IF  Company  17U. 

(o)  TF  1-77J 

This  battalion  provided  soourity  of  the  Cua  Viet  Naval 
Facility  to  include  patrols  and  amtushes  north  of  the  Oua  Viet  River  until 
?  July  1970.  Also  during  the  period  TF  1-77  conducted  rcccnntdeBanca  in 
force,  rocket  suppression  and  search  and  cloar  nlssion  in  AO  EQ.UC,  Joint 
operations  of  a  similar  ruaturo  wore  conducted  with  nine  PF  platoons  and  slJC 
RF  ocstpanies  in  Triou  Phong  and  Hal  Lang  Distvlcta.  Near  the  end  of  the 
quarter,  from  7  July  through  21  July,  TP  1-77  provided  security  for  three 
artillery  units  at  Vandergrift  Cortoat  Base  wl^c  they  si^jportod  ABVI^S  Joint 
ground  operations  around  Kho  Sanh  In  response  to  air  cavalry  contacts*  Pbl- 
lowing  the  successful  occonplishnont  of  that  mission  the  battalion  was  assigned 
the  mission  of  soc\arinn  the  onginoers  in  reopening  of  Route  556  throu^  tho 
Ba  Long  Volley.  This  effort  was  noteworthy  in  that  it  roastablishod  US/lRVN 
control  in  the  3a  Long  Valley,  long  one  of  the  major  infiltration  routes  into 
the  populated  areas  of  the  central  piedmont  and  coastal  Ica^onds* 

(d)  TP  3-5i 

Task  Force  3-5  was  responaiblo  for  extensive  security 
missions  in  AO  White,  Dong  Ha  Combat  Base  (UICB),  Hal  Lee  and  Cam  Lo  Sub¬ 
sectors.  These  nlsBions  were  accorpllshcd  throu(|h  oxtonsive  reoonnalssanea 
in  force,  and  search  and  clear  operations,  Frem  6  May  to  8  May,  TP  3-5 
provided  route  and  PSB  socuri^  from  Cam  Lo  along  loute  9  to  PSB  Ca  Lu  whors 
?.  Joint  US/ARVN  fire  support  operation  was  being  conducted  fTcpi  AP.VN  forces 
in  the  ar^a  of  PSB  Lan^y  and  Tun  Tavern.  Throui^out  tho  period  until  23  Jwo, 
tho  TF  provided  security  for  59th  land  Clearing  Conpony  (LCC)  near  Mai  Loc. 

PTan  21*  Juno  to  7  July,  TP  3-5  provided  security  for  tho  Ihth  Bnglneer  batJ«lion 
in  roe  jnstruoting  Route  558  from  Mai  Loc  to  FSB  Holccob,  This  road  openea 
FSB  Holccnb  (previously  accossiblo  to  air  mobile  artillery  only)  to  access 
by  nodiura  self  prr  polled  artillery  providing  artlUory  a\q>port  for  units  in 
the  Ba  Long  and  Da  Krong  Valleys. 

(3)  Significant  Contacts 
(a)  1-11  Infantry* 

1.  At  OU0700H  May  1970  E/I-H  Inf,  while  securing  FSB 
Fuller,  received  a” total  of  32  12Qnra  mortar  rounds,  11  of  which  impacted 
inside  tho  porlnctor.  Counter-battery  fire  was  imodlately  placed  on  sus¬ 
pected  enemy  locations  with  unknown  results.  Friendly  casualties  were  1 
US  KIA  and  1  US  WA.  On  10  May  1970,  dA-11  Inf  tollnquished  responsibility 
for  the  security  of  FSB  Pbllor  tc  the  2nd  ARVN  P.ogt,  and  departed  FSB  Fuller 
by  foot.  While  enroute  to  the  Khc  Qio  Brldcc  sporadic  12Chnn  mortar  and  small 
arms  snlpor  fire  was  recuivud.  A  UH-IH  aedevac  aircraft  crashed  into  the 
column  of  n/1-11  Inf,  killing  the  pilots  and  crow  and  two  soldiers  from  dA-II. 
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2,  At  19081|OH  Jttly  1970  in  10  ttrccn.  1/1-12  Inf,  while 
sweeping  northT^et  of  FSB  Holccmb,  observed  5  NVVVC.  The  ene»  was  enrecod 
^  srevll  ^  fire,  artillory  and  gunships.  Pour  NVl  bodies  were  found  • 
snort  ^stance  away,  one  of  which  was  identified  as  sn  NVl  officer.  That 

sicJjted.  Artillery  ianodUtely  was 
rirorT  into  the  area  and  two  sec ontlary  explosions  were  obaorrod. 

(b)  TP  1-77 

*  na  r,  j  July  1970  B/1-77,  while  escorting  s  convey  onrouta 

o  CB  Va^ergrift  from  QTCB,  received  sororal  rounds  of  snail  urma  fire  and 
thrso  .FQ’s.  Orpnlc  weapons,  nunohlps  and  artillory  were  fired  into  the 

r1^77  boinp  swept,  1  NVi  engaged 

^  ®  cronados.  dinshipe  on(»R..-d  the  onoiny  locations,  Na- 
sults  of  the  contact  wore  1  US  KIA,  3  OS  Wll  and  1  NVl  XZl. 

(e)  TP  1-61 I 

....  , .  ^  i*  During  the  month  of  May  TP  1-61  experienced  an  axtremoly 

mining  activity  in  10  Orange,  Mines  were  often  covered 
tiy  RPG  fire  and  on  other  oceaolons  RPO  fire  was  used  to  lure  tanks  end  iPC's 
into  mines.  Both  friendly  and  oneny  casualtios  wore  light  during  this  pertlon 
o  the  r^orting  period.  Attack  by  fire,  during  this  period,  on  C2  and  lit 
accounted  fw  the  i^jority  of  the  OS  casualties.  On  28  Kay  AA-77,  operating 

^  and  in  U5  ndnatea  had  killod 

L  suffering  5  US  Vffi.  Qa  the  last  day  of  May  l/l-6l(M)  laada  contact 

with  a  platoon  of  the  onooy  and  inflicted  3  NVl  KIA. 

2.  The  month  of  Jtno  and  July  followed  Mieh  the  saisa 
pattern  as  May  with  nine  incidents,  attacks  by  fire  and  snail  oontaets  naklng 

"'o*‘nlnp  of  29  June  a  two  platoon 
yi-77  cano  under  attack  hy  an  estimated  HVA  platoon, 

^th  the  aid  of  f:W8Mp8,  artillei^'  and  a  fL-iroship  the  attack  was  repelled. 
The  results  wore  3  US  KIA,  3  US  WlA  and  2  NVA  KIA. 

Results  for  the  period  werot 

US  KIA  US  WIA  WVAKIA  PW 


(li)  Cumulative  results  for  the  rA^ortlng  period  weret 


(a)  Priondlyi 


KIA  WIA  MU 
37  320  0 


(b)  Biemyi 
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(1)  RF/PF  Leadership  School 

Tho  UF/PF  Leadership  School  established  by  the  brigade  in 
Oscombcr  1969  continued  to  train  selected  HF/PF  NOO  and  Officers  in 
lesdsrahip  and  small  unit  tactics.  Lbring  the  reporting  period  96  RF 
MOO'S,  23  RF  Officers  and  92  PF  tiCO's  successfully  oosi^lctad  ths  course  of 
instruction* 

(2)  Route  Classification  and  Englneor  Roconnaiasanee 

IXirinn  ths  reporting  period  A/7th  ftigineers  ecsaplstod  an 
extensive  reconnaissance  and  classification  of  the  aojor  and  Minor  roadnets 
vithin  Qunng  Trl  Frorinee.  This  ms  extroaol/  Tclttablo  during  'Uis  road 
rsepening  operations  oonduotsd  on  routes  $66  and  $$6,  The  prior  rsOMins3.Sisnws 
anablsd  the  aotual  operation  to  move  along  at  a  nueh  noro  rapid  rate  than 
would  have  been  possiblo  without  that  recomaissonoet  The  bridge  elesMlficaticn 
provided  bridge  nocossary  date  for  noveaoat  throughout  tho  province  with 
heavy  vehlclos. 

(3)  Civic  Aotioni 

(a)  Plow  for  Peace* 

1.  Operationi  Because  of  the  dislocation  of  tho  oirlUan 
peculation  during  war,  agricultural  developaent  has  been  seriously  cur¬ 
tailed.  Upon  returning  tho  their  land,  as  security  has  allowed,  villagers 
found  the  land  oversown  with  a  thiekoned  sod*  Tractors  and  dise  harrw 
plows  were  necessary  if  the  people  were  to  be  able  to  quickly  roestahllsh 
their  agrarian  Uv^lbood.  A  conprehanaivo  plan  doslgnating  all  areas  to  bo 
plowed  and  priorltlas  was  developed  by  the  province  govenawnt.  IHstriot 
governments  were  responsible  for  aequirine  permlaBion  to  plow  frc«  the 
property  cwnors  and  for  Insuring  that  boundaries  and  restricted  areas  were 
dosignatsd.  it  this  time,  acres  have  been  plowed  at  four  locations  in 
tho  province* 


2.  Bvaluation*  She  acres  of  land  plowed  this  year, 
along  with  tho  $5(f“ acres  pl^wd  last  year,  have  all  been  put  to  use*  Hltbin 
a  matter  of  weeks  after  land  had  been  plowed  at  a  selected  location,  ths 
additional  work  of  hoeing,  bedding  OS  seeding  had  bean  aoeoaq>ll8hsd*  Ths 
imnediate  benefit  of  this  project,  the  response  of  the  people  toiards  our 
efforts  and  the  beneficial  impact  it  has  on  the  oconaqr  hwe  node  this  one 
of  the  most  successful  projects  ever  undertaken. 

(b)  War  Victim  Ballef  i 

1.  Operationt  Intrusion  Into  the  populated  areas  fay  nsin 
force  units  causo^Textenslve  danage  in  late  Kay  and  again  in  early  July.  An 
imaediate  response  by  the  representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Social  Welfare 
provided  food  and.  clothing  fur  the  civilian  population,  followed  by  tin 
roofing  and  money  to  repair  damaged  huaes.  Brigade  assistance  was  offered 
from  the  outset,  but  not  until  all  its  asseta  had  been  tapped  did  the  provinco 

(li> 
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coverrment  request  assistance.  Lunbor  and  transportation  assistanco  wars 
then  provided  to  repair  individual  and  public  dvrellinf^* 

2.  Evaluationi  The  restraint  exercised  by  the  bri(!ado  in 
waitinE  '-intil  offToially  requested  to  provide  assistance  proved  to  be  the 
proper  course  both  in  showinc  respect  for  the  responsible  govomeent  agonoies 
ar*i  insuring  the  noodod  support  was  rendered.  On  bi-th  occasions  the  brigade's 
imediatQ  action  was  to  notify  the  ProvlAce  Chief  that  we  were  amM  of  the 
situation  and  would  accept  any  request  for  assistance  frea  hla  whidi  ws  had 
the  assets  to  fulfill.  Indopondont  requests  froa  charltabli;  agenoisa  and 
lower  goverrsnent  officialg  wore  firmly  refused  with  the  insistence  that  the 
Province  Chiof  would  maert their  needs  or  ho  would  make  the  request  for  addl- 
tional  assiotance.  Resdaroh  after  both  relief  operations  were  cospleted 
showed  that  govorment  assets  had  been  fully  utilised  before  a  request  was 
received  at  tho  brigade. 

2.^^8sona  Learned 

a.  Personnel I  None 

b*  Intelligence 

(1)  Volunteer  Infomant  Program. 

(a)  Observation 

The  Volunteer  Informant  Program  (VIP  Fund)  was  prodnolng 
only  a  slight  response  from  Tletnanese  Civilians  as  regards  the  taming  in 
of  enemy  ordnance  in  return  for  Vietnamese  Plasters. 

(b)  Evaluation 

The  Counterliitelllgeme  Section,  vhiob  administers  the  VIP 
Fund,  in  coordination  with  the  PSIOPS  Team  and  representatives  of  the  Explosive 
Ordnance  Detachnont  (BOO),  began  making  unscheduled  trips  to  likely  areas  where 
the  location  of  such  ordnance  night  be  known  by  local  civilians.  It  each  .* 
tion,  a  representative  of  the  Cl  Section  was  propared  to  pay  for  ordnaaee  liilla 
tiic  PS70PS  Team  broadcasted  tho  purpose  of  the  visit,  is  ordnance  was  torned  in, 
the  Cl  Reprosontative  paid  the  appropriate  amount  to  each  inUvidual  and  mads 
a  record  of  each  payment*  No  individual  was  required  to  identify  himself  in  any 
way.  The  BOO  Representative  insured  that  the  eoUeoted  ordnance  WM  prepsrly  aixl 
safely  disposed  of.  This  program  was  so  suecosafhl  that  more  isoasy  had  to  bo 
requested  as  tho  amount  on  hand  was  quickly  oxhaustod.  For  tho  porled  of  this 
report  total  oxpendlturos  have  been  ^,600^VN» 

(e)  ReeonBMnd?.tion 

That  tho  program  be  continued  as  organized  and,  personnel  pomit* 

ting,  expended* 


iS) 
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c . 


(1)  Utilliation  of  Mechanical  Ambush. 

(a)  Cbsarvation. 

The  enemy  has  continued  to  make  rather  extensive  use  of  high 
speed  foot  trails.  In  order  to  prohibit  his  movements,  the  mechanical  ambush 
has  been  employed  in  conjunction  with  manned  ambushes.  It  was  noted,  however, 
that  with  the  Increased  wide-spread  use  of  this  weapon  by  Allied  forces, 
knowledge  of  the  system  was  beginning  to  receive  Increased  attention  by  the 
enemy  by  devising  ways  to  avoid  or  reverse  the  weapon’s  intended  effects.  This 
was  noted  in  several  manners: 

2_.  Locating  the  power  source  (battery),  neutralising  the  power 
flow,  then  dismantling  the  mechanical  ambush  for  future  use. 

2.  Locating  the  power  source,  temporarily  neutralising  the 
power  flow,  turning  the  claymores  around  towards  routes  of  approach  utilized 
by  allied  units  when  checking  mechanical  ambushes  and  then  attempting  to  ambush 
the  US  element  with  command  detonation. 

2>  Deploying  anti-personnel  devices  under  or  near  claymores 
so  as  to  Intnediately  detonate  when  personnel  are  dismantling  mechanical  ambushes. 

4.  Deploying  manned  ambushes  on  routes  of  approach  used  by 
allied  elements  when  checking  or  dismantling  mechanical  ambushes. 

(b)  Evaluation. 

For  the  proper  employment  of  the  mechanical  claymore  ambush 
several  points  should  be  considered.  The  ideal  site  for  the  ambush  is  a 
channelised  foot  trail  or  a  single  tank  trail  bordered  by  dense  vegetation. 

An  area  conforming  as  much  as  possible  to  this  type  terrain  should  be  selected 
as  the  ambush  site.  Two  separate  ambushes  should  not  be  located  in  the  same 
vicinity.  If  this  occurs  and  one  ambush  is  tripped  the  second  ambush  may  be 
discovered  by  the  enemy  since  he  undoubtedly  searches  the  area  after  detonation. 
Finally,  caution  must  be  exercised  to  Insure  that  proper  deceptive  measures  are 
used  while  establishing  the  ambush.  These  should  Include  the  location  of  a 
false  ambush  site  to  channelise  the  enemy  into  the  killing  zone  of  the  actual 
ambush  and  camouflaging  all  the  components  of  the  ambush  as  well  as  erasing  all 
traces  of  friendly  movement  in  the  area. 

(c)  Recommendations. 

That  on  all  phases  of  the  utilization  of  mechanical  ambushes 
no  set  patterns  be  established  to  include  routes  to  and  from  deployment  areas 
and  times  for  deployment  and  pickup  of  mechanical  ambushes.  That  extensive 
planning  and  evaluation  of  an  area  be  made  prior  to  choosing  ambush  sites.  That 
any  of  a  large  number  of  misleading  or  early  warning  techniques  be  utilized  to 
foil  the  enemy  while  In  the  process  of  tampering  with  mechanical  ambushes,  i.e. 
trip  flares  deployed  around  and  under  claymores  and  batteries,  false  battery 
hook  ups  easily  found  If  trip  wire  Is  detected  by  enemy  with  the  actual  battery 
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h  '-k  up  ami  p^>wer  svurct'  located  In  »  imll  hidden  croa,  ar*d  location  of  oarly 
wr.rninf  dovici  s  such  as  PSIP'a  around  nuchanlcal  runbosh  sites  to  detect  pro- 
l-iif^td  acti-/ity  in  the  area. 

(2)  (a  ntrollcd  ’burning  of  Areas. 

(a)  Obsorvation. 

During  the  hot,  drj'  sunner  nonths  vugutatlon  is  very  flasannble 
and  is  thoreforo  conducive  to  uncontrolled  burning. 

(b)  ^.valuaticTi, 

The  utiliznti'Tn  of  fire  to  clerjr  thickly  vegutatud  aroas  in  tho 
h.t,  drj*  nonths  of  sumcr  gives  the  ground  connandor  an  added  twspan  to  his 
arsenal.  Incendiary  rounds  from  mortars  and  artillery  pieces  can  provide  pin¬ 
point  spots  cf  ignition  far  fires.  Thermite  and  vhito  phosphearoa  gren^lcs,  as 
•■fell  as  flanc  reokets,  flame  thr'.wcrs,  and  fLane  tracks,  can  all  be  utilised  to 
burn  eff  suspected  .sneny  locatic  ns  and  deny  the  enemy  ocncoalment.  Cr,ro  should 
taken  when  igniting  tho  fires  ts  insure  that  prevailing  winds  are  away  froei 
tho  friendly  forcos  In  tho  area  to  bo  burnod. 

(o)  Rocorincn^.atirn. 


Rurning  can  be  used  as  a  means  to  clear  areas  of  thick  vageta- 
ticn  and  to  deny  tho  eneny  ccncoalmont  but  must  bo  controlled. 

(3)  EJnploytnent  of  CS  Gas  in  Danger  Areas. 

(r.)  Observation. 

Certain  areas  of  thick  vegetation  along  avenues  of  approach 
r  trails  offer  the  enemy  choice  amhuah  aites. 

(b)  Evalur.tion. 

These  arc.as  should  be  cleared  prior  to  moving  through, 

(c)  Raocaunendation. 

The  use  of  CS  grenados,  the  M-79  grenade  launcher  CS  round, 
and  thi.  employ:’,  jnt  of  the  E0  CS  chemical  launcher  to  dear  possible  ambush  sites 
and  .laaffpr  areas  can  bo  very  offoctivc,  Soiro  logical  precautions  should  bo  token 
■rfhen  employing  this  type  of  ordnance.  All  friendly  personnel  in  tho  vicinity 
-f  ttu3  launch  site  should  have  their  protective  masks.  The  E6  launchor  shoiAd 
hi.  fired  taking  into  consideration  the  direction  of  tho  prevailing  winds, 

Fiix.lly,  tho  CS  rounds  of  both  tho  K-79  end  tho  E£  launcher  provide  enough  hoot 
tj  start  fires,  particularly  during  ths  hat,  dry  sunmor  months}  therefore  rounds 
should  not  be  firod  In  areas  where  a  fire  will  cut  off  tho  manouvoring  oloaants 
r.utes  of  -.dthdrawal. 

(h)  Battlefield  Preparatitn  for  Cross  Country  Movement. 
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(a)  Obscraatlon*  CONFIDENTIAL 

Mcchanizod  units  are  &it>un  liaited  in  their  ability  to 
maneuver  in  broken  terrf.in» 

(b)  Evaluation. 

1.  Harrow  roada  and  tank  trails  in  mountainous  portions  of  the 
AO  limit  traffica^ility  of  largr  amored  vehicles,  increase  reaction  tlaes 

end  charaioliM  novenent  to  the  easily  mined  shoulders  of  the  road. 

2,  Stream  linos  and  ravines  are  used  by  the  onemy  a*  an 
offoctivs  tank  olMtacic  to  prevent  nochantaod  units  fl*on  closing  with  them  or 
to  stop  pursuit. 

(e)  Rceomendatlons  * 

1.  That  roads  and  tank  trails  be  constructed  at  least  12 
foot  wide  on  their  sTralsht  portions  and  sufficiently  wide  on  curves  and  bends  to 
allow  aznored  vehicles  to  traverse  than  fToely  and  that  a  qualified  tank 
cornnondor  accoa|>any  the  an^ncer  element  in  the  planning  of  the  rood. 

2.  That  continuous  enginoor  support  bo  made  available  to 
construct  and  maintain  fords  and  ditch  crossings  to  insure  trafficabllity  in 
assignod  AO's. 


3,  That  fords  and  orossings  bo  made  wide  enough  and  nunwrous 
oncugh  so  as  to  prevent  chcnnollsatlen  of  novweent. 

(5)  Field  Fortifications. 

(a)  ObsanmtiCB. 

Overing  the  initial  oecupatioo  of  airtiUery  positions,  annun}.- 
ticn  and  personnel  are  without  the  protection  of  berms  and  overhead  cover. 

(b)  Evaluation. 

The  construction  of  aimunition  and  personnel  bunkers  is  a  time 
c'lnsining  operation  due  to  ^e  lack  of  engineer  cqulpnont  tc  sigjport  the  unit. 
This  task  should  ho  ccaplotod  at  the  earliest  possible  time  to  pjroelude  unneecs^ 
sary  loss  of  life  and/cr  equipment  to  onarsy  action. 

(c)  Reccmmendatlon. 

That  units  include  72  and  U8  inch  galvoaiBod  culvert  and  euit- 
ablc  material  for  a  floor  base  in  their  combat  loads  for  censtmetiog  omunltion 
and  porsoivcl  bunkers.  After  the  floor  base  and  pipe  are  erected,  then  sandbags 
are  used  to  odd  the  required  protection.  This  method  allows  the  unit  to  erect 
necessary  overhead  cervor  in  a  sdaiaun  amount  of  tine  and  labor. 

(6)  Wearing  of  flak  jackets. 

(a)  Observation. 
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Most  pcrsonnol  irjurioa  by  shx^piiol  wiro  a  result  of  per¬ 
sonnel  not  wcr.rint  flak  jackets  t 

(b)  Simluation. 

While  It  is  recognised  that  in  the  axtremoly  hot  weiTthor  of 
the  tropics  r.  person  cannot  wear  a  flak  Jacket  when  encRRed  in  hard  physical 
labor,  i.c.  digginn  flghtinn  positions.  Infantry  on  fprouncl  swoop  throu^  rourh 
countiy,  it  is  important  that  flak  Jackets  be  worn  whon  poaaiblo  such  as  on 
convoy  moves,  and  stationajy  positions  (PSB)* 

(c)  Recownenclation. 

Raccanand  that  tho  flak  Jacket  bo  worn  by  all  personnel  in  the 
field  T-ihen  tho  tactical  situation  pertiits* 

(7)  Utilization  of  the  Bongolore  Torpedo  to  door  eholOB  points  and 
for-'.inr  sitos. 

(a)  Observation. 

Choke  points  along  a  route  often  contain  ninos, 

(b)  ^raluation. 

Tho  ban^^aloro  torpedo  is  an  excellent  means  of  oloaring  ford 
sites  and  choka  points.  If  bangalore  torpodos  aro  utilized  at  ford  sites  nlnlnG 
inoidonts  may  bo  prevented. 

(o)  Recoimondatioa. 

Recommend  that  bangalore  torpedoes  be  used  to  clear  choke 
points  and  fording  sites  suspected  to  contain  mines. 

(0)  Use  of  a  mine  sweep  dog. 

(a)  Observation. 

During  mine  sweep  operation  a  'It  utilizing  a  mine  dog  team 
allowed  the  security  element  to  recon  by  fire  wT  laln  tank  gun  (90nsn)  and 
caused  the  dog  to  bolt. 

(b)  Evaluation. 

If  a  field  unit,  particularly  and  armored  element,  fires  its 
weapons  without  prior  warning  to  the  mine  dog  handler  the  animal  will  run  to 
escape  the  noise.  Mine  dogs  are  difficult  to  control  while  large  caliber 
weapons  are  being  fired. 

(c)  Recommendation. 

Recommend  that  when  a  unit  is  conducting  sweep  with  mine  dog, 
the  handler  be  alerted  when  the  security  element  is  going  to  recon  by  fire. 
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(a)  Obsenrati en. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  ccntlnnal  use  of  mine  dof»  teajas  on 
a  route  reduces  the  incidence  of  mining* 

(b)  Sraluation. 

The  oneny^  in  his  fear  of  the  US  Amy  mot  dog,  attributes  the 
animal  vilth  nreater  capabilities  than  it  actually  possesses.  ObsorvlnB  a 
nf-oe  cloE  vorldjig  a  road  on  a  reir;alar  basis,  the  enony  assumes  his  mining  Is 
useless  and  bee  ones  less  persistant  in  his  efforts. 

(o)  TtecJOBondation* 

Mine  dog  teons  can  bo  used  on  a  regular  basis  on  roads  that 
are  frequently  minod. 

d •  Organisation!  None 

e.  Training!  None 

f  •  Loftistios  . 

(1)  Nhter  Resupply. 

(a)  Observation. 

Nhtor  resupply  continued  to  pose  a  major  probloa  during  hot, 
d'xy  sianaer  months.  Toxpuratures  ranged  TfoU  over  100  degrees  neosssltating  a 
heaver  consumption  of  liquids. 

(b)  Valuation. 

Aerial  resupply  of  water  is  required  when  maneuver  elements 
operate  in  inaccessible  places.  The  5  gallon  collapsable  water  bag  has  been 
found  to  be  the  least  acceptable  due  to  lack  of  durability,  and  the  requirement 
for  backlog.  Artillery  canisters  used  as  containers  have  been  found  quite  dur¬ 
able  and  do  eliminate  the  backlog  requirement,  however  they  present  limitations 
due  to  their  empty  weight.  The  most  acceptable  method  is  the  container,  air- 
dropable,  water  3  gallon.  The  unit  was  designed  for  durability.  The  bag  is 
expendable,  it  is  easily  handled,  and  quite  dependable.  Water  resupply  to  units 
in  the  field  is  accomplished  by  the  use  of  three  gallon  containers. 

(c)  RecooMondation. 

1.  SuffLeiont  aircraft  be  node  aivailable  to  handle  this 
soason&l  domand  on  water. 

2.  Container  Alr-'drcpablo,  Vbtor  3  gsUon  bo  made  availalile 
in  sufficient  qut^tles  to  meet  this  denond  for  an  expendablo  and  durable 
water  container. 

(2)  Combined  Operations  with  Regional  Ibrees^l^ular  Foroos. 

(lO' 
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(a)  Obsovr.tion.  CONFIDENTIAL 

rP/PF  Pcrccs  nro  not  or^^anlzud  to  conduct  proXon^d  cccibat 

operations • 

(b)  Evnlixation. 

During  ccnbined  operations  >ri.th  RF/PF  forces,  the  RP/PP‘b  ware 
not  supplied  with  field  rations  an<\  relied  on  purchaslne  thsir  rations  from 
the  local  poj)ulaco. 

(c)  Roconnondation,  - 

Combined  operations  with  RF/PF  forces  should  not  be  of  axtojidBd 
duration.  Since  these  forces  are  area  defense  tjpo  units  usually  a^ployod  for 
nifht  ambushes  or  local  sweeps,  their  lofd.8tics  system  is  not  geared  for 
proloncod  combat  qicrations.  If  a  joint  operation  with  US  foroos  is  planned 
Cor  IcnrcT  tlvui  one  week,  the  US  forces  should  assume  support  function 
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Mrdntenanco  siqjport  can  be  provided  on  a  mbfo  tlnely  and 
offoctive  hr.sis  if  it  is  included  in  initial  plrjining  of  an  operation* 

(c)  Recommendation* 

That  nalntonanoe  svppcart  olenonts  should  bo  Included  in  the 
initial  tnakforco  malce  up. 

t2)  Operation  of  M-5U8  Car£o  Carrier* 

(a)  Observation* 

It  has  been  noted  on  rsuasrous  occasions  that  vehicle 

oporatom  are  dotooting  minor  ports  failure  and  sub-systcoi  nalfonetlons  during 
rest  halts*  In  the  loajorit^  of  casoa*  if  those  Ittms  gone  undetected 
they  could  have  caused  oajor  maintenance  problcn. 

(b)  The  vehielo  eporaior  must  perform  prevontive  aaintensnee 

inspections  at  all  convoy  halts  since  during  operation  nolntonance  cannot 

be  i^erfomed  when  vehicle  is  moving* 

(c)  Recommendation* 

That  periodic  rost/naintonance  halts  be  progrsnnod  for  in  road 
nrrchcs  that  include  at  least  enrer^r  30  minutes  or  as  the  eondltic»i  per¬ 

mits* 


(3)  Overloading  the  M-5U8  Cfirgo  Carrier* 

<a)  Obsorvr.tlon* 

Loading  the  I4«5U8  to  full  ratc<l  capacity  (6  tons)  and  then 
operating  tlie  vehicle  over  unlnproved  terrain  onuses  severe  strains  to  bo  placed 
on  the  steering  and  suspension  system* 

(b)  Svaluation. 

M-5U8's  carrying  mexiraun  load  Is  causing  the  steering  to 
^ver-hent  and  thu  body  to  settle  on  the  suspension  system  which  Inereasos  the 
prc'babilitj'-  of  throwing  a  track. 

(c)  Rccorancndation. 

Tor  extended  road  marches  limit  the  M-51j8  load  to  tons* 


i*  Medical* 

(1)  Modicol  Triage, 
(a)  Observation* 
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Multiplo  Indirect  fiSrc  attaokfl  an  ¥SB  QNJ  initially  prcxiueedl 
c onfusl  n  and  inefficiency  in  trir.fto  and  ncdcvac  procedures, 

(b)  B\rr‘.luaticn, 

This  resulted  fren  raodicol  toaina  (»inr  out  to  the  site  of 
wounded,  rather  than  evacuating  wounded  to  the  aid  etatlon  where  aultlple 
patients  could  be  treated  and  prioritluo  sot  for  air  evacuationa, 

(o)  h.ecomendation. 

This  problcn  was  solved  by  establishing  a  functional  aabtilaneo 
crew  tc  triapo  and  transport  to  the  aid  station, 

(2)  Dust-Off  ^.cuation# 

(ft)  Observation. 

Occasionally  nodcvac  is  delayed  duo  to  improper  Inforraatioa 
passed  to  Dust-Off. 

(b)  Evaluation 

-  Multiple  calls  aro  soaothnes  made  for  one  patient  creating  a 
question  as  to  number  of  patients  requiring  DustvCff, 

(c)  RoconriGnda.tion, 

All  units  insure  that  their  30P*s  contain  current  procedures  for 
requesting  MEDEVAC  in  thoir  operating  areas,  and  that  scleotad  individuals  aro 
thor-'u^ly  trained  in  these  procodvffes, 

(3)  Physical.  Profiles. 

(a)  Observation, 

Profiles  aro  often  written  in  such  a  manner  sa  to  males  the 
trooper  carpletely  useless  to  his  coiwaandor, 

(b)  Evaluation, 

Such  profUes  frequently  come  from  clearing  coinjany  and  hospi- 
t.-’l  nurgoons,  Tenporarj'  prefUos,  for  prolonged  periods,  jiro  especially  misused. 
Duty  linita.ticns  .are  not  exxiciflcally  outlined,  rather  the  coda  as  suggestod 
in  AK  UO-501  is  used  and  this  often  excessively  restricts  the  profiled  trooper, 

(c)  Rocoicaondatlon, 

Bn  Surgeons  should  revclw  .all  tetporary  profiles  and  If 
liiaitatlcns  and  duraticn  of  profile  do  not  {^porx  conslatant  with  the  dlogaecim, 
it  shoulc’.  ’.X!  f’J.3CU8Sod  with  the  Bdo  Surgeon, 
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(h)  Mcdicr.l  Trectmont  sf  US  personnel. 

(r.)  Obscrvr.tion, 

Poreonnol  are  frequently  reforod  to  tho  next  hlgjier  treatnont 
facility  for  consultation,  treatnont,  and/or  convrlesccnco.  Upon  return  to 
thoir  units,  it  is  often  required  that  continued  nodical  core  be  adninist>.red 
these  Individurls  by  tha  BP-ttallon  Surgeon. 

(b)  Evaluation, 


Proper  continued  nodical  care  for  thoso  patients  prerisusly 
treated  at  tho  hlflaor  nodical  facilities  requires  a  thoroufli  and  isssodlato 
knowlodm  of  the  diagnosis,  therapy,  prognosis  and  reccmondatl  >ns  made  by 
tho  nodical  facility  involved.  Du^ng  this  reporting  period,  a  siignificant  and 
often  frustrating  delay  has  been  noted  betiraen  the  tine  of  discharge  and  receipt 
cf  this  nocossarj’’  data  at  tho  Battalion  Aid  Station.  Usually,  tho  patient  has 
insufficlont  technical  knortLedgo  of  his  diagnosis  and  treatnont  to  clarify 
tiT©  problem  nor  do  the  medical  records  reflect  the  desired  infomation. 

(c)  Racoimcndaticn. 


Patients  discharged  from  higher  nodical  facilltios  should  havo 
a  narrative  summary  inclosed  in  their  nodical  records  for  use  by  tho  Battalion 
Sureoon, 
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a/II-OCT  (12  iugust  1970)  lat  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Op«r«tlonal  Beport  >  Leasctis  iMmod,  1st  Inf  BdS|  5th  Inf  QIt 
(MSOl)  for  Period  Aiding  31  Jttl^  1970,  (BCS  C3IOB^5  (B2))  (0) 

DA,  HQ,  mV  Corps,  APO  SaP  PraPcisco  96349  3  0  AUG  1970 

TO:  CoBaLaPding  Ci«jeral,  DSAJW,  APO  Sen  FTtfaelseo  96375 

1.  (U)  The  CELL  for  the  let  Inf  Bde,  5th  Inf  Dir  (MM),  h«s  be«i  reviewed 
by  this  headquarters  in  accordance  with  AJl  525*‘15* 

2.  (C)  thle  headquarters  concurs  with  the  report  with  the  foUowdnc  eonwnts# 

a.  Refer«ice  Itsn  conoexclng  Coablned  Operations  with  Beglonal  Ibrceq/ 
Popular  Forces,  page  10,  paragraph  2f(2);  concur.  An  operatlcnal  ration  was 
authorised  for  BITNAF;  however,  Military  Beglon  1  is  preacntly  allooatad  cttly 
250,000  operational  rations  per  nonth  for  all  serrlees  and  Is  dlrseted*  la 
tum,  to  suballocate  anong  the  services,  sectors,  end  divisions.  As  local 
RF/PF  advisors  should  bs  qutiied  during  the  planning  phase  for  sn  operation  to 
insure  that  available  Tletnaese  operational  rations  are  iasued  «)d  used  before 
requesting  supplensntal  support  fTon  the  US  unit. 

b.  Retermcm  Itan  concezsing  inopportune  SOI  Changes,  page  11»  paragraph 
2g(l};  nonconcur,  Oayli^t  hours  are  habitually  a  high  traffic  period  for 
radio  nets.  Any  change  during  this  period  would  dlsivpt  eoninunloatioDa,  Ad¬ 
ditionally,  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  SOI  dxangeovar  tlae  to  oolncide  with 
the  change  of  the  crypto  day  to  avoid  confusion  and  provide  better  eoammlca- 
tlons  security. 

fOR  TEE  OCIQIAVOIB: 


Coptoia,  ACC 
Aiiiiianl  Adjutant  Cisiraf 


CF: 

GG,  1st  Inf  Bde, 


5th  Inf  Dlv  (MM) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVHAT-OPS  (12  Au«  70)  2d  Ind 

Sl'MECTr  Dperatloniil  Report-Leaaon#  Learned,  lat  Inf  Bde,  5th  Inf 
Dlv  (Mech)  for  period  ending  31  July  1970  (U). 

Headquarters,  t'nlted  States  Army  Vietnam,  APO  San  franciaeo  96375  1*?  n';!"  1970 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTX:  GPOP-DT 
APO  96558 

1.  This  Headquarters  has  revleved  the  Operational  Report-Leaaona  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  duly  1970  from  Headquarters,  lat  Inf 
nde.  Sth  Inf  Dlv  (Mech)  and  concurs  with  eonaienCB  of  Indorsing  headquarters 
except  as  Indicated  In  paragraph  2b  below. 

2.  Comments  follow; 

a.  Reference  Item  concerning  "Water  Reaupply,"  page  10,  paragraph 
2f(l);  This  Headquarters  Is  concerned  about  the  high  usage  of  frcefall 
containers.  Beesuse  of  the  high  usage  and  dollar  value,  ICCV  was  directed 
to  manage  this  item  by  allocation.  ICCV  sent  a  message  to  customers 
requesting  their  future  requirements  for  the  container.  Monthly  allocations 
were  developed  from  forecasts,  consideration  of  historical  demands  by 
organization,  and  the  application  of  the  SOZ  reduction  factor  agalnat 
recorded  demands.  The  lat  Bde,  Sth  Inf  Dlv  (M)  waa  notlflad  of  their 
aonthlv  allocation  of  477.  The  airdrop  containers  cost  a  total  of  $11.43. 

An  alternate,  leas  expenalve  means  of  providing  vatar  must  be  conaldared. 

The  five  gallon  collapsible  water  bag  costs  92  cents  each  and  aervaa  the 
same  primary  purpose  as  the  three  gallon  freefall  container.  Unit  has 

been  so  advised.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  raeoamended. 

b.  Reference  Item  concerning  "Inopportune  SOI  Changes,"  page  11, 
paragraph  2g(l)(c):  concur.  SOI  control  la  within  the  purview  of  the 
commander  who  Issues  the  SOI.  Determination  of  the  optimum  changeover 
period  muac  be  based  upon  evaluation  of  the  existing  situation  at  that 
level.  Unit  has  been  so  advised. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER! 


Cy  furn:  ,  .  Lici.e  al 

XXIV  Corps 

1st  Bde,  Sth  Inf  Dlv  (M) 
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GPOP-DT  (12  Aug  70)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  lat  Infantry  Brigade,  Sth  Infantry 
Dlvlaion  (Mech)  for  Period  Ending  31  July  1970,  RCS  CSPOR-65 
(R2)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APC  San  Francisco  96558  1^70 

TO;  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D,  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  Indorsed. 

FOR  THE  CCMUNSER  IN  CHIEF ; 


ASSt  Afl 


4 
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tnclcsure  1  (Task  Organlaatlon)  to  Operational  Report  -  Lasaona  Learned 
1st  Bde,  jth  Tnf  Dlv  (Mech)  Period  Ending  31  July  1970: 

1-11  Inf  1-61  Inf  (Mech)  TF  1-77  Armor 

A/4.12  Cav 


TF  3-5  Cav  Bde  Control 

C/2-34  Armor  HHC,  1st  Bde,  5ch  Inf  Dlv  (M) 

5-4  Arty 

75th  Spt  Bn 

P/75th  Ranger 

Bde  Security  Pit 

43rd  Tnf  Pit  (Scout  Oog) 

A/ 7th  Engr. 

298th  Signal  Co. 

407  RRD 
517  MID 
86th  Chetn  Det 
48th  PI  Det 


This  task  organisation  reflects  the  permanent  OPCON/attachment 
relationships  within  the  brigade.  Forces  are  tailored  by  cross  attachment 
on  a  mission  type  basis. 
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COKFiOENTIAL 

jaclovure  %  (Operation  Ora«n  River  Overlay*  Period  1  My  iTT®  “  ii  July  U70) 
to  OpuraUonoI  Report  >  LeaaonB  Leamod  let  Inf  Bde,  5th  Inf  Dlv 
(MDch)j  Porlod  SDdlnf  31  July  1970 


IMZ 
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DOCUMENT  CONTROL  DATA  ■  R  &  0 

(S^urtlf  ritfaai/lratiwi  of  titim,  of  obtlivcf  oaW  in^atng  muvr  wfion  ffio  o«*(oll  roporf  *5  r/»«oJ/iorf' 


I  OMiCiNA  VI MA  ACTiViVv  <Ci  .'pomfo  OfclAor)  Uo.  NCAOA  T  ICCUAITV  tiOf 

HQ  DA,  OACSFOR,  Washington,  D.C,  20310  CONFIDENTIAL 


t  ACrVOAT  TITL.C 

Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  1st  Infantry  Brigade,  5th  Infantry  Division 


«  OBtcniPVivc  woTxs  rTyp*  of  oaport  mthMlvo 

Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counterinsurgency  operations  1  May  to  31  July  1970- _ 


AUTHomSi  NOW.  mid^9  fitlttof.  f«««  nmwt*) 


CG,  1st  Infantry  Brigade,  5th  Infantry  Division 


A  ACAOMT  OATS 


T«.  TOTAi.  NO  or  ^AOCA  f7A.  NO.  Sr 


12  August  1970 


